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The Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Unemployment Insurance (UI) met on Tuesday, 
November 22nd at 9:30 AM. The meeting was held in Room 544 of the Legislative Office Building 
in Raleigh. Representative Julia Howard presided. All documents and presentations are 
available on the Committee’s website 
(http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/DocumentSites/browseDocSite.asp?nID=232&sFolderName=\
2015-16 Session\Meeting Documents\11-22-16).  
 
Members present were: Senator Bob Rucho, Chair, Representative Julia Howard, Chair, 
Representative Harry Warren Vice- Chair, Representative Dana Bumgardner Senator John 
Alexander, Senator Ben Clark, Senator Wesley Meredith, and Senator Andy Wells. Cindy 
Averette, Rodney Bizzell, and Greg Roney, staff. Billy Fritscher and Cody Huneycutt, committee 
Clerks.  
 
I. Call to order and introductory remarks. 
  
Representative Howard called the meeting to order at 9:38 AM and welcomed members, staff, 
and visitors in attendance. Representative Howard introduced the Sergeants-At-Arms, Reggie 
Sills, Marvin Lee, Terry McCaw, Hal Roach, Becky Myrick, and Sham Patel. Representative 
Howard offered no further opening remarks.  
 
II. Adoption of the Minutes from the April 6, 2016 Meeting. 
  
Representative Howard moved that the minutes from the April 6, 2016, meeting be adopted. 
The Chair recognized Senator Meredith, who motioned to approve the minutes. The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
III. Overview of DES and Disaster Related Benefits: Ted Brinn, Secretary, Division of 
Employment Security, Department of Commerce. 
 
Representative Howard introduced Ted Brinn, Assistant Secretary, Division of Employment 
Security, Department of Commerce, to give an update on the current state of DES. Asst. Sec. 
Brinn’s Report is available on the committee’s website 
(http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/DocumentSites/browseDocSite.asp?nID=232&sFolderName=\
2015-16 Session\Meeting Documents\11-22-16). Following Asst. Sec. Brinn’s presentation, 
Representative Howard opened the floor to questions. 



 
Senator Meredith- Asked if the state would be reimbursed from the emergency relief by the 
Federal Government?  
Asst. Sec. Brinn, No. The Federal Government expects the state to be in good enough shape to 
cover it. 
  
 
Senator Alexander· What is the maximum benefit amount per week and the maximum amount 
of weeks a person is allowed to be on unemployment insurance? 
Mr. Brinn- $350 per week and the maximum amount of weeks is 13. 
 
Representative Bumgardner- Is the current UI balance after the $500,000 has been taken out. 
Mr. Brinn- It includes the payout. 
Representative Bumgardner- So we are still adding money and building up the funds? 
Mr. Brinn- Yes. 
 
Representative Bumgardner-When do you think we will get to our goal? 
Mr. Brinn-We feel confident April/May 2017. 
 
Senator Rucho- Do you feel we need to keep our balance at $2.4B to make sure we are 
protected from a disaster or economic downturn? 
Mr. Brinn- Yes I feel it is necessary. It also helps us work more efficient as well. 
 
Senator Clark- How many citizens are receiving disaster benefits right now? 
Mr. Brinn- asked if Antwon Keith Could answer? 
Mr. Keith- 700 and counting as claims come in and suspects they will rise. 
Senator Clark- Do you have an estimate? 
Mr. Keith- 1000 people pretty quickly. 
Senator Clark- When a person switches to the Secondary relief will the get 13 weeks on it as 
well? 
Mr. Brinn- No one has switched yet but there is a chance but most are back to work within 2-3 
weeks. But it can be extended if the President requires a DEA extension. 
 
Senator Alexander- How does our trust fund compare for 2008? 
Mr. Brinn- asked if Kevin Carlson CFO, DES could respond? 
Mr. Carlson- our fund took hits from 2001-2004 and again in 2008 which depleted it. 
Senator Alexander- So we did not have a trust fund? 
Mr. Carlson- We did but it had already taken a hit and we went in debt in 2008. 
 
Senator Rucho- There is a continuation of payments from businesses even during slow times to 
help the fund. 
Mr. Brinn- Yes 200,000 employers pay in per year. 
 
 



IV Update on SCUBI Implementation: Antwon Keith, UI Director, Division of Employment 
Security, Department of Commerce 
 
Mr. Brinn Introduced Mr. Keith to present an update on SCUBI. The presentation can be found 
on the committee’s website at: 
(http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/DocumentSites/browseDocSite.asp?nID=232&sFolderName=\
2015-16 Session\Meeting Documents\11-22-16). 
 
Representative Howard Opened the floor for questions. 
No questions were presented. 
 
V. Overview of DES Legislative Requests: Lockhart Taylor, Governmental Relations, Division of 
Employment Security, Department of Commerce. 
  
Representative Howard introduced Mr. Taylor to present of overview of legislative requests. His 
presentation can be found on the committee’s website at: 
(http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/DocumentSites/browseDocSite.asp?nID=232&sFolderName=\
2015-16 Session\Meeting Documents\11-22-16). 
 
Representative Howard opened the floor for questions. 
 
Senator Meredith- Is there a reason why we Cannot put the vacation and sick leave on the 
Form? 
Mr. Taylor- That is already included on the form. 
 
Representative Warren- in the change in response days from 14 to 10 days, is it calendar or 
business days? 
Mr. Taylor- It will be calendar days. 
 
Senator Alexander- If we don’t get a mailing informing us that a past employee is filing, do we 
not get a way to appeal? 
Mr. Taylor- Can I get Mr. Keith to answer? 
Mr. Keith-Within SCUBI, you will get an email Notification and a mail notifications. 
 
Senator Meredith- in the past, we are allowed to appeal the fact after to appeal. Is this still in 
SCUBI? 
Mr. Keith- Yes you will be able to and you will also receive a phone call. 
 
Senator Rucho- Motions that staff with draft changes and that the committee members be 
prepared to vote on it in the next meeting. All were in favor. 
 
 
 
 



VI. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:59 AM. The next meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at 9:30 AM in room 544 LOB.  
 
 
_____________________________________  
Representative Julia Howard 
Presiding  
 
 
____________________________________  
Cody Huneycutt 
Committee Clerk 
 


